miner has a good faith, reasonable belief in the existence of
a hazardous condition. Miller v. FMSHRC, 687 F.2d 194 (7th
Cir. 1982); Secretary on behalf of Robinette v. United Castle
Coal Co., 3 FMSHRC 803 (1981).

The evidence shows that Bobby Keene was a state-
certified electrical repairman and maintenance foreman with
underground mining experience dating from 1974. He began
working for the Mullins Coal Company in 1984 as an electri-
cian responsible for maintaining electrical equipment and the
electrical "books" and was transferred by Tolbert Mullins to
S&M as an electrician in the latter part of 1985.

While at S&M, Keene became concerned because there was
"too much bridging going on".  As described by Keene,
"bridging" is the utilization of a piece of wire on any
electrical equipment to bypass its safety features.  Anyone
touching equipment that has been "bridged-out" can be electro-
cuted under certain conditions.

According to Keene, about two weeks before February 13,
1986, he was asked by Mine Superintendant Monroe Nichols to
"bridge11 the transformer and he refused.  Around the same
time Nichols also asked him to "bridge" the ground fault
system and again Keene refused.  Keene also complained to
both Nichols and Section Foreman Jerry Looney around this
time about "bridging-out" the ground system to the miner.
According to Keene, Nichols responded that he would
"bridge-out" whenever and whatever he wanted so long as he
was superintendant.

On his way into the mine at the commencement of the day
shift on February 13, 1986, Keene was telling the workcrew on
the mantrip in effect that the "bridging" would have to stop.
Later he told Nichols that if the "bridging" was not stopped
then that Friday (the next day) would probably be his last
shift.  Around 10:30 that morning the continuous miner
"tripped".  Keene repaired the problem but as they began
running coal, the breaker again "tripped" and the power was
cut.  The breaker would not reset this time and Keene told
Section Foreman Looney that there was trouble in the ground
monitor system of the miner cable.  According to Keene,
Looney then told him "to bridge the cable at the transformer"
and when Keene refused stating that it would be unsafe for
the miner operator, Looney gave him the choice of either
"bridging" the cable or getting his "bucket" and leaving for
home.  Keene decided to leave and on the way out ran into
Superintendant Nichols.  Keene says he told Nichols that
Looney fired him because he refused to "bridge-out" the cable
Keene also reportedly told Nichols that he was going to talk
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